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Course Information

Course Name: 
ELA 6 (OL and Honors) See extensions in the Unit Planner for Honors

Unit Title: 
Reading Like a Writer; Writing Like a Reader 
(An Introduction to Texts Techniques) 
MYP Year:
1

Unit Duration:
30 Hours (6 Weeks) 

Instructional Information
Standards
See LEARNING EXPERIENCES for specific Grade 6 Expectations for each standard in the Unit.
STANDARD 6-8.L.GC.1:Grammar, Usage, & Mechanics
Draw from knowledge of the conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics when analyzing and constructing texts. 
STANDARD 6-8.L.GC.2: Syntax
Apply understanding of syntax to comprehend, analyze, condense, and combine ideas and information, enhancing clarity, style, and meaning text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
STANDARD 6-8.L.V.1: General, Academic, & Specialized Vocabulary
Use a variety of approaches to continuously build vocabulary across a range of real-life, academic, and disciplinary contexts and apply those understandings to analyze texts and to communicate effectively.
STANDARD 6-8.T.T.1: Narrative Techniques
Analyze and apply narrative techniques.
STANDARD 6-8.T.T.2: Expository Techniques
Analyze and apply expository techniques.
STANDARD 6-8.T.T.3: Argumentative Techniques
Analyze and apply argumentative techniques.
STANDARD 6-8.T.T.4: Poetic Techniques
Analyze and apply poetic techniques.
STANDARD K-12.P.EICC.1: Reader & Writer Identity
Build an identity as a reader and writer, developing a repertoire of resources and tools to continuously expand participation as an active consumer and
producer of texts.
STANDARD K-12.P.EICC.2: Engagement & Intention
Engage in written or spoken dialogue as author and audience for a variety of tasks and purposes, making intentional connections within, between, and beyond texts.
STANDARD K-12.P.AC.3.b Apply knowledge of how mode and genre impact what kinds of ideas and information are included in texts.
STANDARD K-12.P.AC.3.c Apply knowledge of how mode and genre impact how ideas and information are structured and arranged in texts.
Gifted Standards
Strand 2: Creative Thinking Skills 
MCS.Gifted.S2B: Develop and apply the cognitive components of creative thinking: fluency, flexibility, originality, and elaboration.
MCS.Gifted.S2D: Applies components of creative thinking in finding, solving, and evaluating solutions to authentic real- world problems and dilemmas. 
Strand 3: Higher Order Thinking and Problem Solving Skills
MCS.Gifted.S3A: Develop and apply core critical thinking skills of metacognition, observation, questioning, prediction, analysis, interpretation, inference, summarization, evaluation, synthesis, explanation, and transference. 
Strand 4: Advanced Communication and Collaboration Skills
MCS.Gifted.4A: Develop skills and techniques associated with effective verbal and non-verbal communication, adjusting for a given audience or task.
Key Concepts
Identity
Related Concepts
Perspectives, Relationships, Style
Global Context
Identities and Relationships
Statement of Inquiry
Relationships and personal experiences shape identity, and authors use a variety of techniques to both interpret and construct meaning. Readers and writers both look for and/or use techniques to craft text that expresses ideas, reflect on and extend creativity, and invite critical analysis as well as appreciation of the aesthetic.
Inquiry Questions
Factual: 
What are narrative, expository, argument, and poetic techniques?
Conceptual: 
How do authors shape their message through the use of narrative, expository, argument, and poetic techniques?
Debatable: 
Can one text effectively combine narrative, expository, argumentative, and poetic techniques, or should authors focus on one dominant technique? Which text technique is most effective for expressing identity and perspective?
Assessment Tasks
	Assessment Type
	Objectives
	Relationship between MYP summative assessment task(s) and statement of inquiry:

	Common Formative: Identifying Techniques (Recognizing narrative and poetic techniques; recognizing expository and argument techniques) 
[bookmark: _Int_7rnOCQvr]As students read and interpret a variety of literary and informational texts connected to identity, belonging, and self-expression, they will annotate and identify narrative, expository, argumentative, and poetic techniques and explain how those techniques help reveal a character’s or author’s perspective, experiences, and identity.
	· 6.T.T.1.a Describe how narrative techniques are used across the text to develop plot, characters, and setting.
· 6.T.T.2.a Recognize and describe expository techniques used to present and design content, including main ideas, facts, key details, and a sense of closure.
· 6.T.T.3.a Recognize and explain argumentative techniques used to present and design content, including an author’s claim, supporting relevant evidence, an identified counterclaim, and a conclusion that logically follows the argument.
· 6.T.T.4.a Recognize and describe poetic techniques used to present and design content, including stanzas, rhyme schemes, imagery, figurative language, and/or sound devices.
· K-12. P. EICC.1. d Build a repertoire of comprehension and composition skills, strategies, and techniques, drawing from them as needed to aid the interpretation and construction of texts.
	N/A

	Common Formative: Describing and Explaining the Function of Techniques in a Single Text. Students will use a single text and identify text techniques used within the text. They will then pull evidence (examples) of each technique to explain how it shapes meaning of the text, and engages the audience in a written text analysis paragraph
	· 6.T.T.1.a Describe how narrative techniques are used across the text to develop plot, characters, and setting.
· 6.T.T.2.a Recognize and describe expository techniques used to present and design content, including main ideas, facts, key details, and a sense of closure.
· 6.T.T.3.a Recognize and explain argumentative techniques used to present and design content, including an author’s claim, supporting relevant evidence, an identified counterclaim, and a conclusion that logically follows the argument.
· 6.T.T.4.a Recognize and describe poetic techniques used to present and design content, including stanzas, rhyme schemes, imagery, figurative language, and/or sound devices.
· K-12. P. EICC.1. d Build a repertoire of comprehension and composition skills, strategies, and techniques, drawing from them as needed to aid the interpretation and construction of texts.
	N/A

	Common Formative: Analyzing a Multimodal Text 
With a multimodal text, students will:
-Identify text techniques in multiple modes
-Explain how identified techniques shape meaning in the multimodal text
-Evaluate the impact of the author’s overall message on the intended audience.
- Students will apply language and vocabulary skills by forming and using prepositional phrases and interjections to strengthen sentence meaning and expression and deconstructing unfamiliar words using Greek and Latin roots, root words, affixes, and etymology to determine or clarify meaning in grade-level texts.
	· 6.T.T.1.a Describe how narrative techniques are used across the text to develop plot, characters, and setting.
· 6.T.T.2.a Recognize and describe expository techniques used to present and design content, including main ideas, facts, key details, and a sense of closure.
· 6.T.T.3.a Recognize and explain argumentative techniques used to present and design content, including an author’s claim, supporting relevant evidence, an identified counterclaim, and a conclusion that logically follows the argument.
· 6.T.T.4.a Recognize and describe poetic techniques used to present and design content, including stanzas, rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, and/or sound devices
· 6.L.GC.1.27 Form and use prepositional phrases
· 6.L.GC.1.32 Use Interjections
· 6.L.V.2.a Deconstruct words using etymology knowledge, Greek and Latin roots, root words, and/or affixes to determine or clarify meaning in grade-level texts.
	N/A


	Common Summative: Scenario- Based Extended Text - GRASP Task Considering all the sources of texts in the unit, students will be presented with a context/scenario, purpose, and audience and will construct an extended text applying narrative, expository, argument, and poetic techniques in their written response.
	MYP: 
· A- Analyzing 
· provides perceptive analysis of the content, context, language, structure, technique, style of text(s) and the relationship among texts, 
· perceptively analyses the effects of the creator’s choices on an audience
· B- Organizing 
· effectively organizes ideas in a sustained, coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other in a sophisticated way
· C- Producing Text 
· demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of insight, imagination or sensitivity and perceptive exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas
· makes perceptive stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating good awareness of impact on an audience, 
· D- Using Language
· Writes in a consistently appropriate style that serves the context and intention.
· Spells/writes or pronounces with a high degree of accuracy; makes errors that are minor, and communication is effective
GA ELA K-12 ELA Standards:
· 6.T.T.1.e Apply narrative techniques to enhance writing, engage audiences, and achieve specific purposes. 
· 6.T.T.2.c Apply expository techniques (e.g., main idea, facts, key details, sense of closure) to enhance writing and engage audiences.
· 6.T.T.3.c Apply argumentative techniques (e.g., author’s claim, supporting relevant evidence, an identified counterclaim, and a logical conclusion) to enhance writing and engage audiences.
· 6.T.T.4.b Apply poetic techniques (e.g., stanzas, rhyme/rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, sound devices) to produce poetry and engage audiences.
· K-12.P. EICC.2. d Interpret and construct texts to aid the analysis and evaluation of texts and ideas.
	The summative assessment provides students with an authentic context to transfer their conceptual understanding of identity, relationships, and meaning making into the creation of an extended text. Through intentional choices in genre, technique, purpose, and audience, students demonstrate how writers construct meaning, express ideas, and engage readers in both critical analysis and aesthetic appreciation.


Approaches to Learning
Learning Experiences
	Learning Experience
	Objective or Content
	Learning Experience Resources
	Personalized Learning and Differentiation
	Vocabulary

	LE 1 What role do different writing techniques play in shaping how we see the world?
Students will activate prior knowledge about the 4 primary genres of writing and their techniques and features: Narrative, Expository, Argument, and Poetic.
Students will categorize key concepts and terms related to each of the text techniques. Through read-aloud/think-aloud teacher modeling, students will identify techniques used in a variety of sample texts and the ways in which authors use them to convey messages and strengthen writing.   
	6.T.T.1.a Describe how narrative techniques are used across the text to develop plot, characters, and setting.
6.T.T.2.a Recognize and describe expository techniques used to present and design content, including main ideas, facts, key details, and a sense of closure.
6.T.T.3.a Recognize and explain argumentative techniques used to present and design content, including an author’s claim, supporting relevant evidence, an identified counterclaim, and a conclusion that logically follows the argument. 6.T.T.4.a Recognize and describe poetic techniques used to present and design content, including stanzas, rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, and/or sound devices.
K-12.P.EICC.1.d Build a repertoire of comprehension and composition skills, strategies, and techniques, drawing from them as needed to aid the interpretation and construction of texts.

	· Activating Prior Knowledge and Building Background Knowledge Lesson Guidance
· Text Technique Card Sort Activity 
· Text (s) for Introduction

	· Anchor chart technique definitions with incorporated icons or visuals
· Pre-highlighted sections of texts
· Sentence stems: “The author uses ___ to ___,” “This technique helps the reader understand ___.”
· Partner or group discussion frames
Honors Extension:
Write a paragraph about how each technique is used to shape the reader’s perception differently.
	Technique
Narrative
Expository
Argument
Poetic
Perception
Identity
Convey
Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension

	LE 2 Analyzing a Narrative Short Story  for the 4 Techniques 
Teachers will review the techniques with students, and their new learning around what constitutes texts, and the purpose, function, and impact of combining text techniques. Students will read a narrative short story that includes elements of argument, expository, and poetic techniques in addition to its narrative structure. Students will identify text techniques in the story and explain how identified techniques shape meaning for a specific purpose. Students will analyze the combined techniques and the intended impact on the audience/reader and will evaluate the impact of the author’s overall message on the intended audience.
	K-12P.AC.3.b Apply knowledge of how mode and genre impact what kinds of ideas and information are included in texts.
	· Analyzing a Narrative Short Story for the 4 Techniques Lesson Guidance
· Narrative Text Assignment Sheet and Graphic Organizer 
· Narrative Text for Analysis and Evaluation
· *See Honors text list for alternate texts*
	· Provide Sentence Starters for Learners who need support
· Guided prompts adapted from the text to generate thinking.
· Honors Extension: Use a paired text from honors to accompany the lesson text, and have students complete a comparative analysis of the author’s use of the four techniques. Students can create a Canva or google slides comparative presentation.
	Techniques
Narrative
Characters Characterization Setting 
Plot Events Conflict Pacing 
Themes
Expository
Main ideas Key details Facts Sense of closure Presentation of events
Argument
Claim 
Supporting relevant evidence Counterclaim 
Logical conclusion
Poetic
Stanzas 
Rhyme scheme Imagery 
Figurative language Sound devices Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension

	LE 3 Techniques and their individual 
and combined functions How do different texts convey a message about teens and the idea of identity? Students will read a sample student writing paragraph and color-code for where they see narrative, expository, argument, and poetic techniques used. Teachers will introduce the Text Techniques Tour Activity and model thinking for the activity using the Text for Modeling article. 
Students will go on a "Technique Tour" across a curated set of texts, each representing one or more writing techniques. Teachers will facilitate student conversations around types of texts following the techniques tour.
	6.T.T.1.a Describe how narrative techniques are used across the text to develop plot, characters, and setting.
6.T.T.2.a Recognize and describe expository techniques used to present and design content, including main ideas, facts, key details, and a sense of closure.
6.T.T.3.a Recognize and explain argumentative techniques used to present and design content, including an author’s claim, supporting relevant evidence, an identified counterclaim, and a conclusion that logically follows the argument.
6.T.T.4.a Recognize and describe poetic techniques used to present and design content, including stanzas, rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, and/or sound devices.
K-12.P.EICC.1.d Build a repertoire of comprehension and composition skills, strategies, and techniques, drawing from them as needed to aid the interpretation and construction of texts.
	· Techniques and their individual and combined functions Lesson Guidance
· Techniques Tour Graphic Organizer 
*See Honors text list for alternate texts*
	· Technique Key with clear definitions and visuals
· Pre-highlighted text excerpts or guided annotations
· Sentence stems: “The author uses ___ to ___,” “This technique helps the reader understand ___.”
· Partner or group discussion frames
· Graphic organizer to sort sections of the multimodal text by technique and theme
Honors Extension:
Students create a “Technique Remix”: transforming one of the texts into a different format and reflecting on how the message changes.
	Techniques
Narrative
Characters Characterization Setting 
Plot Events Conflict Pacing 
Themes
Expository
Main ideas Key details Facts Sense of closure Presentation of events
Argument
Claim 
Supporting relevant evidence Counterclaim 
Logical conclusion
Poetic
Stanzas 
Rhyme scheme Imagery 
Figurative language Sound devices
Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension

	LE4 Constructing a Multimodal Text and Applying Techniques 
Teachers will provide explicit instruction in the writing process to prepare students for the GRASP Task Assessment: Identity. Students will create a multimodal piece that explores a theme connected to identity, belonging, perspective, confidence, or self-expression, incorporates more than one mode (written + visual, written + audio, digital media, etc.), intentionally blending narrative, expository, argumentative, and/or poetic techniques to communicate a meaningful message to a middle school audience. 
	6.T.T.1.e Apply narrative techniques to enhance writing, engage audiences, and achieve specific purposes. (C)
6.T.T.2.c Apply expository techniques (e.g., main idea, facts, key details, sense of closure) to enhance writing and engage audiences.(C)
6.T.T.3.c Apply argumentative techniques (e.g., author’s claim, supporting relevant evidence, an identified counterclaim, and a logical conclusion) to enhance writing and engage audiences.(C)
6.T.T.4.b Apply poetic techniques (e.g., stanzas, rhyme/rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, sound devices) to produce poetry and engage audiences.(C)
K-12.P.EICC.2.d Interpret and construct texts to aid the analysis and evaluation of texts and ideas. (I/C)

	· GRASP TASK resources
· Rubric
	Support or extension may differ by teacher based on student needs.
Scaffolds include but are not limited to: 
· Graphic organizers
· Exemplar analysis
· Chunking task
	Techniques
Narrative
Characters Characterization Setting 
Plot Events Conflict Pacing 
Themes
Expository
Main ideas Key details Facts Sense of closure Presentation of events
Argument
Claim 
Supporting relevant evidence Counterclaim 
Logical conclusion
Poetic
Stanzas 
Rhyme scheme Imagery 
Figurative language Sound devices Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension



Content Resources
Novel 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
Other Prose Texts  
“Do People Really Change” by Jessica McBirney
“Just be yourself” Stephanie Pellegrin
"Author Interview: Kwame Alexander, The Crossover"
"Why Basketball is More Than Just a Game"
“The Jacket” by Gary Soto 
“Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros
Poetry  
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
"East 149th Street (Symphony for a Black Girl)" Teri Ellen Cross Davis (HONORS)
Visual Texts: 
“The Block” (panels 2-6 only) by Romare Bearden
The Crossover Series Trailer
"The Reflection in Me", Peter Reynolds
"The Power of Positivity" Brain Games
“Sacred Journey” by Michael Reeder (HONORS)
Auditory Texts: 
“Unwritten” by Natasha Bedingfield
“Scientific Tools for Middle School Confidence” Podcast
Multimodal Texts: 
“Building Confidence Guide” Infographic
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